
CLC Website: https://www.clcmillvale.com/   

Youtube: clcmillvale ; Twitter: ChristMillvale ;  

Facebook and Instagram: #CLCMillvale.               

Palm Sunday of 
Our Lord’s Passion 
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This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking con-
trasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, on-
ly to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his clos-
est friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human 
vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament 
Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s sal-
vation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will 
mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week 
thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work.  ~ 
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Palmarum 
Joseph Imhoff 

 There was a time when many Sundays of the Church 

year were known by Latin names even after services were 

held in the common language of the people.  Those names 

indicated the theme of the day based on the lessons and 

announced by the first word of the introit in the liturgy, a 

holdover from the original Latin Latin.  Palmarum or Palm 

Sunday was different in that it denoted an object of great 

significance. 

 In ancient times when an important figure entered a 

city it was customary for the population to greet that per-

son by laying their garments or branches on the way much 

like today’s ticker tape parades without the litter left be-

hind or as a souvenir of the event.  The palm branch in the 

Roman Empire was considered a symbol of triumph and 

victory, in ancient Egypt it represented eternal life.  The 

cutting of palm branches for celebration was part of the 

Jewish tradition commanded in Leviticus.  This would have 

been a common practice for a crowd to greet a popular fig-

ure of the day. 

 Our Savior entered Jerusalem on a donkey which is 

significant in its own right.  Horses were considered animals 

for war but the donkey represented peace; kings would en-

ter cities on donkeys as a sign of peace unless they were 

coming as conquerers.  The cries of hosanna in Hebrew 

were appeals to help or save but have now become cries of 

praise. 

 So many elements come together on this Sunday: 

the Prince of Peace enters the city riding on a donkey pass-

ing the crowds shouting ‘hosanna’ and waving palm 

branches along the way.   

 Let us join them and wave our palms and shout 

“Hosanna!”  ~ 
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SUNDAY OF THE PASSION / PALM SUNDAY 

The Heart of the Story 

Martin Luther called the Psalms a “little Bible.” He wrote that 

all the rest of the Holy Scriptures could be found in them. Lu-

ther went so far as to suggest that in the Psalms the church 

can glimpse the death and resurrection of Christ. In these an-

cient songs and prayers of the Hebrew people, every human 

emotion is laid bare: joy and contentment, anger and sorrow, 

hope and despair. The Psalms give voice to the wide spectrum 

of experiences that mark our human lives. This is their pow-

er—they speak the heart’s language, turbulent as our hearts 

may sometimes be. 

       In a similar way, Holy Week places us at the center of the 

whole story of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. From the 

“hosannas” of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem to the 

seeming abandonment of the cross, emotions run high this 

week as the story of Christ’s passion reaches into the depths 

of our human experience. The palm and passion stories are 

themselves a “little Bible” of salvation for the church within 

the wider story of God’s saving love for all. 

       As we gather to hear the story of Christ’s passion anew, 

the words and rituals of the church’s worship life invite us to 

feel our way into this story from the inside out. We hear the 

shouts of blessing and come to the Passover in quiet hope. We 

follow to Gethsemane and to the cross, with mixed emotions. 

What does betrayal feel like in our bodies? What about 

amazement? Fear? How have we experienced ridicule or 

shame? How have we ourselves dismissed or derided others? 

       The palm and passion stories offer us a chance to contem-

plate Christ’s sufferings and meditate on our salvation—to 

come side by side with Christ’s passion and so to know and 

access our own. We are invited to honestly glimpse the work-

ings of our own hearts. Nothing is off limits to God’s grace. No 

human experience is untouched by the story of God’s redemp-

tive love.  ~ 
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    Online Giving  
     No matter the amount, the most    
helpful way to give to the ministries of  
the congregation is regularly and consist-
ently. Whether it's weekly or monthly, 
make a prayerful decision ahead of time 
this Lent, and commit to a consistent 
amount. 
     With our online giving platform, Van-
co, it's super easy!  Go to:  
https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/ 

See the Online Giving Code here, and 
Thank You! 

https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/

