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The image of the good shepherd shows us how the 
risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship be-
tween the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual 
knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authori-
ty. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for 
the sheep shows his love. First John illustrates what it 
means to lay down our lives for one another by the 
example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in 
need.  ~ 
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Dear Church,  

"I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward 
all the saints, and for this reason, I do not cease to give thanks for 
you as I remember you in my prayers."  Ephesians 1:15-16 

I had heard of your faith - and now I have seen it for myself 
these past three years.   In my final weeks with you, I hope you 
realize the joy this congregation has brought me, and the faithful 
witness you have shown me.  We have been through a lot to-
gether, and you have been kind, compassionate, and dedicat-
ed.  We returned to in-person worship, and navigated the trials 
of gathering with safety.  We have had hard conversations and 
shared hard truths.  We have listened to each other and cared for 
each other.  We have had set-backs and we have persevered to-
gether.   

       You have so much to offer the community, and so much good 
is taking root and growing here.  New shoots have blos-
somed.  Your children's ministry is poised to grow with Pastor Tri-
cia's leadership.  Our Food Pantry is essential to the neighbor-
hood and draws more and more volunteers seeking to serve.   
Your membership has grown and developed and members are 
being raised up as leaders in the church.  We have many regular 
visitors and friends who find this place a good place to be on 
Sunday morning.  Our community partnerships are growing and 
so much more will happen as those deepen.   

       This new chapter will surely bring about new joys and new 
concerns. This is nothing new for the people of God. In every sea-
son, we are confident that Christ is present with us, in the sacra-
ments, and in the least of these which we care for, and in the 
church, the body of Christ on earth.  We are confident that the 
Holy Spirit, which calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies us, is 
indeed at work in us and through us, that God's steadfast love 
may be made known.  May the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Je-
sus.   

All our love,  
Pastor Erin Evans 
(and Vivian and Pastor Brian too!)    
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All We Like Sheep     
Joseph Imhoff 

 “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 

every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the 

iniquity of us all.”  This chorus from Handel’s Messiah Part II, 

No. 26 is an appropriate introduction to the Fourth Sunday of 

Easter referred to as Good Shepherd Sunday.  Sheep are stupid 

and need to be led, prodded, in the right direction, that was 

the assessment of Pastor George after attending a retreat 

where tending sheep was one of the duties, he was not refer-

ring to the flock of CLC! 

 The Dialogues are Plato's homage to Socrates and The 

Republic is the greatest.  In it a group of friends meet for din-

ner and discussion, much like an adult Sunday study group.  

 At 345c, Socrates replies to Thrasymachus’ political ar-

gument comparing a ruler to a shepherd (sound familiar) as 

being interested only in the culinary possibilities.     

 "For I must remark, Thrasymachus, if you will recall 

what was previously said, ... a shepherd tends the sheep not 

with a view to their own good, but like a mere diner or ban-

queter with a view to the pleasures of the table.  Yet surely 

the art of the shepherd is concerned only with the good of his 

subjects; he has only to provide the best for them...!  I con-

ceived that the art of the ruler... could only regard the good of 

his flock or subjects." 

 In ancient times a shepherd was a low skill (minimum 

wage) job just above tending swine as in the story of the Prod-

igal Son.  The loss of a sheep might be deducted from the 

shepherd's wages.  The art Socrates referred to is concern, the 

shepherd to the ruler.  

 I doubt Socrates or Plato were familiar with  אֶחְסָר יְהוָה

 ".David's "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not wantרֹעִי לאֹ ,  

 In John: 10, the lesson for all three cycles of the lection-

ary, Jesus puts forth his duties as the 'good shepherd'. "The 

good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep." - "I am the 

good shepherd.  I know my own and my own know me just as 

the Father knows me and I know the Father." - "Whoever has 

seen me, has seen the Father!" 

 We are poor little lambs who have lost our way.  Baa, 

baa, baa!  ~ 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Always Room for One More    
When Jesus says “I am” in the Gospel of John, he unlocks a 

new perspective on his love. In today’s reading, when Jesus 

declares, “I am the good shepherd,” we can imagine our Lord 

caring for us and guiding us. We picture ourselves as his 

sheep. It’s reassuring to hear that we aren’t alone to navigate 

the dangers and challenges of this world. We have a loving 

shepherd who is looking out for us. 

       Jesus loves us so much that he goes above and beyond 

the shepherd’s role as a caretaker. He gives up his own life so 

our sins can be forgiven and we can receive eternal life. 

That’s what being a good shepherd means—having such a 

close relationship with the sheep that the shepherd will stop 

at nothing to protect them. The shepherd will lay down his 

own life so his sheep can have life. 

       When we hear Jesus’ promise to be our good shepherd, 

we must not miss his commitment to gather up the sheep 

that aren’t yet part of his flock. They, too, will listen to Jesus’ 

voice. Responding to his loving call, they will become part of 

the one flock that follows Jesus as their good shepherd, their 

Savior, and their Lord. No matter how many sheep are al-

ready jostling for space, there is always room for one more. 

Just like there is always room at our holy communion table 

for one more person to eat the bread, drink the wine, and 

receive the gifts of God’s mercy and grace. We can always 

squeeze closer to the sheep around us to let one or more 

sheep enter Jesus’ flock, thankful that the flock is growing 

and that we get to listen to the loving voice of our good shep-

herd, together.  ~ 
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The Lord bless you and 
keep you.  The Lord 
make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to 
you. The Lord look upon 
you with favor and give 
you peace.   
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Online Giving  No matter the amount, the most  helpful 
way to give to the ministries of  the congregation is regu-
larly and consistently. Whether it's weekly or monthly, 
make a prayerful decision ahead of time this Easter, and 
commit to a consistent amount. 
     With our online giving platform, Vanco, it's super 
easy!  Go to: https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/ 
See the Online Giving Code here, and Thank You! 

For details go to:  
https://www.schellhaasfh.com/obituary/george-loomis  

https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclcmillvale.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df21bca36caefad398e5733e40%26id%3De579c7fdc7%26e%3Df7f7fd6a90&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca853f92849b04f393c1608dc5b451d73%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaa

