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This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his 
life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine 
and we the branches are alive in each other, in the 
mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and 
the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of 
Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive 
with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the 
branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out 
to bear fruit for the life of the world.  ~ 
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Dear Church,  

"I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward 
all the saints, and for this reason, I do not cease to give thanks for 
you as I remember you in my prayers."  Ephesians 1:15-16 

I had heard of your faith - and now I have seen it for myself 
these past three years.   In my final weeks with you, I hope you 
realize the joy this congregation has brought me, and the faithful 
witness you have shown me.  We have been through a lot to-
gether, and you have been kind, compassionate, and dedicat-
ed.  We returned to in-person worship, and navigated the trials 
of gathering with safety.  We have had hard conversations and 
shared hard truths.  We have listened to each other and cared for 
each other.  We have had set-backs and we have persevered to-
gether.   

       You have so much to offer the community, and so much good 
is taking root and growing here.  New shoots have blos-
somed.  Your children's ministry is poised to grow with Pastor Tri-
cia's leadership.  Our Food Pantry is essential to the neighbor-
hood and draws more and more volunteers seeking to serve.   
Your membership has grown and developed and members are 
being raised up as leaders in the church.  We have many regular 
visitors and friends who find this place a good place to be on 
Sunday morning.  Our community partnerships are growing and 
so much more will happen as those deepen.   

       This new chapter will surely bring about new joys and new 
concerns. This is nothing new for the people of God. In every sea-
son, we are confident that Christ is present with us, in the sacra-
ments, and in the least of these which we care for, and in the 
church, the body of Christ on earth.  We are confident that the 
Holy Spirit, which calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies us, is 
indeed at work in us and through us, that God's steadfast love 
may be made known.  May the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Je-
sus.   

All our love,  
Pastor Erin Evans 
(and Vivian and Pastor Brian too!)    
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The Lord bless you and keep you.  The 
Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon 
you with favor and give you peace.   
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Time Cycles 1     
Joseph Imhoff 

In Ecclesiastes 3 1 - 8 we read,  

 “For everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven: 

 2     a time to be born, and a time to die; 

 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 

 3     a time to kill , and a time to heal; 

 a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

 4     a time to weep , and a time to laugh; 

 a time to mourn, and a time to dance.”  

 I have only listed the first few this week, stay tuned for 

more next week. 

 There are cycles in life as the writer of Ecclesiastes 

pointed out in these verses, some of which formed the basis 

for a popular song some years ago.  It is part of life's experi-

ence; opposite sides of a coin, with both the obverse and re-

verse and often acted out at the same time.  In nature, there 

are the seasons which are different from year to year, there is 

the weather which is always unpredictable, and the climate 

which has never stood still since the time of creation.  For 

each time there is a juxtaposition of a conflicting nature, and 

as human beings, we often feel both emotions simultaneously. 

 One more line comes to my mind: “A time to welcome, 

and a time to say good-bye!”  Pastor Erin has only been as-

signed to us for a short time and and now the time has come 

to leave us as a permanent has been called.  She has embod-

ied many of the attributes found in these verse: planting, heal-

ing, building up, laughing and peace, I’m sure there are more.  

She came at a time when CLC needed those qualities in lead-

ership with the stipulation this was to be only temporary.  Her 

stewardship of the congregation is now ended and she will be 

missed.  Also missed will be the vivacious Vivian who became 

part of the congregation. 

 Best wishes in a new venture to Pastor Erin, Vivian and 

Pastor Brian as well!   ~ 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Fed by God, Nourished by Christ 
Imagine a nursing baby at its mother’s breast—what a blissful 

picture of love, joy, peace, and contentment! This image can 

help us understand who we are as God’s beloved children 

and how tenderly God cares for us. God’s grace is uncondi-

tional, just as a mother’s milk flows to an infant without any-

thing to do with deserving. In today’s gospel reading, the vine

-and-branches metaphor is another image of how intimately 

connected Jesus is with us and how crucial it is that we, the 

branches, hold on to him as our vine. 

       “Apart from me,” says Jesus, “you can do nothing.” Apart 

from its vine, a branch can do nothing—cannot live long, can-

not produce grapes, cannot nourish people and animals. 

Apart from its mother or another devoted caregiver, a new-

born can do nothing—cannot feed itself, cannot become or 

stay healthy, cannot grow and bear the fruit of life and love 

for others. Apart from God’s love and care, which Christians 

know in Jesus, the whole web of humanity fails to thrive. 

       A nursing mother sets her face and does whatever is 

needed—two or three times a night at first, even through 

mastitis, weariness, and boredom—to feed and impart life to 

her little one. Jesus’ face is set toward the cross as he shares 

farewell counsel with his disciples. He, too, is ready and de-

termined to do whatever it takes—even dying on a cross—to 

sustain the vineyard-world with abundant life. 

       The imagery of vine and branches, juxtaposed with that 

of God breastfeeding her babies, comes alive when we cele-

brate the eucharist. At the table, Jesus feeds us with his own 

body and blood, pouring life and nourishment into us. We are 

called to abide in him forever—an invitation to grace-filled, 

permanent relationship. In Jesus the true vine, we his branch-

es enjoy a continual flow of grace, mercy, and love. In turn, 

we are energized to bear the fruit of his love, joy, and peace 

for the world.  ~ 
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Online Giving  No matter the amount, the most  helpful 
way to give to the ministries of  the congregation is regu-
larly and consistently. Whether it's weekly or monthly, 
make a prayerful decision ahead of time this Easter, and 
commit to a consistent amount. 
     With our online giving platform, Vanco, it's super 
easy!  Go to: https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/ 
See the Online Giving Code here, and Thank You! 

For details go to:  
https://www.schellhaasfh.com/obituary/george-loomis  

https://www.clcmillvale.com/donate/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclcmillvale.us19.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df21bca36caefad398e5733e40%26id%3De579c7fdc7%26e%3Df7f7fd6a90&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca853f92849b04f393c1608dc5b451d73%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaa

